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Message from 
Ryan Weston, 
the Chair of the 
KAIROS Steering 
Committee 

Thank you for 
your ongoing 
support of 
the work 
and mission 
of KAIROS 
over the past 
two years. 
The faith and 

hope that is the foundation of KAIROS 
remains as important as ever as we 

work together for a better world for 
all to live in. Together we continue to 
pursue Indigenous justice, ecological 
sustainability, migrant justice, gender 
justice and the pursuit of peace for 
communities around the world. 
KAIROS has always been a movement, 
and that movement is made up of 
a global community of partners, 
members, staff, and supporters. Our 
movement succeeds because of our 
willingness to work together in pursuit 
of our shared mission to pursue faithful 
action for justice and peace. 

KAIROS is undergoing significant 
change. In 2025, KAIROS will be 
established as a separate charitable 
organization, will select a new 
Executive Director, and will undertake 

new projects and initiatives with our 
partners. These transitions will be 
challenging, but I know that together 
we will revitalize our shared work. Your 
continuing support and commitment 
will empower us to move forward 
together and to continue to grow this 
movement for justice.

With gratitude,

Ryan Weston

Message from 
Leah Reesor-
Keller, KAIROS 
Transitional 
Executive Director 

I knew 
KAIROS was a 
partnership-
based 
organization, 
but when I 
first stepped 
into the 
room at the 

Climate, Conflict, Gender: KAIROS 
Women of Courage banquet dinner 
in September 2023, I realized that 
KAIROS is not just an organization but 
a movement. I had recently started 
as the Interim Executive Director, and 

I remember feeling awed and a bit 
overwhelmed at the sheer number of 
partnerships and connections in the 
room. Leaders from KAIROS’ global 
partner organizations in South Sudan, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), Colombia and Palestine were 
the guests of honour. Current and 
former Steering Committee members, 
leaders from KAIROS regional chapters, 
representatives from likeminded 
organizations like Act Alliance and 
many others were in attendance, 
with KAIROS staff members weaving 
connections and building up 
the community of care. It was a 
movement in the room, not just a solo 
organization - the KAIROS movement 
of people across Canada and around 
the world pursuing faithful action for 
justice in community together. 

From standing together with our 
member denominations and agencies 
to publicly call for ceasefire and 

just peace in Israel and Palestine, 
for Canadian investment in women 
peacebuilders and for permanent 
residency for all temporary foreign 
workers, to living out the call to 
reconciliation on Turtle Island by 
changing the KAIROS Blanket Exercise 
to an Indigenous-led partnership 
model, the work of faithful action for 
justice is shared widely. We continue 
to hear from Parliamentarians, 
government officials, and partner 
agencies that KAIROS’ voice carries 
influence because of the weight of 
many faithful voices united together. 
From letter writing, to attending rallies 
and events, to donations that make this 
work possible, thank you for being one 
of the faithful voices joining together 
in the KAIROS movement over this  
past two years and beyond. 

In peace and solidarity, 

Leah Reesor-Keller
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World KBE at the World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education in Adelaide, Australia, 2022.  |  Photo: KAIROS

25 160,000 5,350
The KAIROS Blanket Exercise 
celebrated 25 years in 2022. 

KBE engaged approximately 160,000 
participants from 2017 to 2023.

Over 5,350 KBEs were held  
from 2017 to 2023.

Celebrating the 
KAIROS Blanket 
Exercise’s 25th 
anniversary with the 
first World KAIROS 
Blanket Exercise

In 2022, KAIROS marked 25 years 
of the KAIROS Blanket Exercise 
(KBE), a powerful and essential tool 
for fostering right relations with 
Indigenous peoples across Canada  
and globally. 

KAIROS celebrated this milestone  
by holding the first World KBE  
at the World Indigenous  
Peoples Conference on Education  
in Adelaide, Australia, on  
September 28, 2022. KBE Global 

and Newcomer Coordinator, Alfredo 
Barahona helped facilitate this KBE 
with Gloria Gonzalez, a Maya Achi 
woman from Guatemala, and Dario  
Iza, President of the Kitu Kara Nation 
from Ecuador. 

Launching a new  
path forward

The KBE’s 25th anniversary was a 
moment to celebrate its achievements, 
address challenges and chart a 
path forward in a good way. After 
experiencing remarkable growth, 
KAIROS decided to pause new 
KBE bookings to develop strategic 
improvements for a more robust 
program, one that would center 
Indigenous voices to sustain its powerful 
impact in fostering understanding, 
reconciliation, and meaningful change. 

In the summer of 2023, we consulted 
with the KAIROS community through 
three in-person and virtual forums. The 
team presented a draft KBE Framework 
with the KAIROS Indigenous Rights 
Circle, partners, facilitators, and broader 
Indigenous communities. The team 
has worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the new program’s framework - which 
is Indigenous-led, partner-driven 
and administered by KAIROS - is fully 
developed and ready for implementation.
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KAIROS staff, Alfredo Barahona (left), Caroline Sharp, and Cheryl McNamara (right) with Cynthia Watt, Mayworks representative (second from right),  
Toronto, 2023 | Photo: KAIROS

KBE received 
Mayworks 
Traditional Labour 
Arts Award!
KAIROS was honoured and 
delighted to receive the Mayworks 
Traditional Labour Arts Award for 
the KAIROS Blanket Exercise. KAIROS 
representatives Alfredo Barahona, 
Caroline Sharp and Cheryl McNamara 
accepted the award on behalf of the 
organization during the Mayworks 
2023 Labour Arts Awards Gala on 
November 4, 2023, at the famed  
United Steelworkers Hall in Toronto.

Supporting the 
Sixties Scoop 
Network

In 2022, the Sixties Scoop Network (SSN), 
in collaboration with KAIROS Canada, 
successfully secured funding from the 
Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation. This 
funding further supported the Bigwen 
60s Scoop Healing Initiatives and 
Debwewin In our own Words: 

Mapping the 60s Scoop Diaspora 
project. These were vital healing and 
cultural initiatives for Sixties Scoop 
survivors and their families. SSN 
organized a fall 60s Scoop gathering for 
survivors along with cultural, training 
and healing opportunities in 2023. On 
National Indigenous Peoples Day in 
2023, SSN released 12 groundbreaking 
in-depth video interviews with Sixties 
Scoop survivors, part of the Debwewin 
In our own Words project. In addition to 
securing funding for the Sixties Scoop 
Network, KAIROS offered administrative 
support for this project. 

https://sixtiesscoopnetwork.org/
https://sixtiesscoop.geoforms.ca/
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KAIROS staff with partners in Wau, South Sudan, 2023. | Photo: KAIROS 

Participants at a human rights workshop at Wi’am, Palestine, 2023.  |   Photo: KAIROS

KAIROS WPS partners from HJ and SSCC at the South South exchange in Nairobi, Kenya, 2023.  |  Photo: KAIROS

In partner 
solidarity

KAIROS supported long-term solidarity 
partners in Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Colombia, Kenya, Ghana, South 
Africa, Philippines, Israel and Palestine.

These global partners ground and 
inform KAIROS’ advocacy work on 
human rights, ecological and climate 
justice, corporate accountability, 
gender justice and peace. 

These partnerships are about solidarity, 
relationships, advocacy and education. 
The small grants that we provide are 
critical and tangible expressions of  
our solidarity and allow partners to  
do vital work.

Investment 
in women 
peacebuilders  
is paying off!

In the early fall of 2023, KAIROS and 
its Women of Courage: Women, 
Peace and Security Program partners 
delivered a message to Canadians and 
Parliamentarians: “Canada’s investment 
in women-led grassroots organizations 
in the Global South is paying off.” 

The sixth and final year into this 
program, it was evident through the 
numbers of Stories of Change that its 
Theory of Change was working: 

 When women survivors of war  
 and violence are provided with  
 psychosocial, legal support and  
 accompaniment, and human  
 rights training, they become  
 active peacebuilders, human  
 rights defenders and  
 environmental activists.
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Kelly Campo (second from right), a member of OFP’s co-ordinating committee, with Yolanda Becerra (far left), the 
OFP’s national co-ordinator, and two Guardians of Life trainees at La Comunera. Lebrija, Colombia. Photo: KAIROS  

A year prior, partners also noticed that 
their emerging work with male allies 
was becoming an innovative, effective, 
and celebrated part of the program.

In 2018, Global Affairs Canada approved 
funding for this program, providing $4.5 
million over six years to support the work 
of grassroots women-led organizations. 
This funding was made possible with 
matching funds from KAIROS’ member 
churches and agencies, religious 
communities, individual donors, labour 
unions and other supporters.

The partners represent the essence of 
hope in action, and their impact on their 
communities has been remarkable. 
They are: Héritiers de la Justice (HJ), DRC; 
Organización Femenina Popular (OFP), 
Colombia; South Sudan Council of Churches 
(SSCC), National Women’s Programme; 
and Wi’am: the Palestinian Conflict 
Transformation Centre (Wi’am), Palestine.

“Through this programming, I have 
discovered how powerful and strong I 
am. I have learned to contribute outside 
of my family and to make my voice 
heard, and now teach my daughters 
to be strong and independent and my 
son to be respectful and honourable. 
We colour our futures, and I want my 
children to have a better future than our 
present.”—Participant in the psychosocial 
support and training on CEDAW and 
UNSCR1325, Wi’am, Palestine.

Global Affairs 
Canada awarded 
Organización 
Femenina Popular!
Global Affairs Canada awarded the 
Organización Femenina Popular, KAIROS’ 
WPS partner in Colombia, with a Civil 
Society Leadership Award during 
the second annual Women, Peace 
and Security Awards Ceremony, held 
virtually on June 12, 2023. The OFP was 
celebrated for its gender, climate and 
peace work through the Guardianas de 
la Vida (Guardians of Life and Nature) 
program. When Jacqueline O’Neill, 
Canada’s Women, Peace and Security 
Ambassador, presented this award to the 
OFP, it was a win for the whole program.

We meet again!

South-South gatherings and 
exchanges are a pillar of KAIROS’ 
WPS program, allowing partners to 
exchange experiences and knowledge, 
develop strategies and build common 
cause. While we embraced digital tools 
to connect during the pandemic, we 
were also excited to gather in person 
when restrictions were lifted for more 
meaningful exchanges. During the 
first half of 2023, KAIROS staff visited 
and met with all WPS partners in 
Colombia, South Sudan and West Bank. 
Because we were not able to attain 
visas for the DRC, we met with HJ staff 
in Kigali, Rwanda. The South-South 
exchange between the OFP and Wi’am 
in Colombia and the West Bank was 
planned for November 2023. Due to 
the violence in Palestine and Israel, the 
exchange occurred between KAIROS 
and the OFP. 

KAIROS Women, Peace and Security partners and staff, Toronto, 2023.  |  Photo: KAIROS
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KAIROS WPS partners Chantal Bilulu, DRC, Tarek Zoughbi, Palestine, Gloria Amparo Suarez, Colombia and Juan Rachel Michael Roberto, South Sudan, 
 in Ottawa, 2023. | Photo: KAIROS 

80 81,616
1,616 women and youth received 
psychosocial counselling and medical 
accompaniment after experiencing 
gender-based violence.

80 communities and municipalities received 
individual and group counselling and 
psychosocial support.

Partners participated in 8 online and in-person 
international exchanges and capacity-building 
opportunities.

SOME SPECIFIC RESULTS IN PROGRAM YEARS 5 AND 6 INCLUDE:

WPS partners 
visited KAIROS 
network and 
Parliamentarians 
in the fall of 2023

KAIROS’ WPS partners visited Canada 
from September 25 to October 6, 2023 
to share the program’s success. During 
the visit, titled Climate, Conflict, 
Gender: KAIROS Canada’s Women 
of Courage Visit 2023, the partners 
met with KAIROS donors, network and 
government officials in Toronto,  

Kelowna, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Montreal, 
and Sydney (NS). They shared their 
learnings, experiences and strategies, 
while celebrating the program’s 
significant outcomes.

In Ottawa, delegates had fruitful 
meetings with Parliamentarians, 
Global Affairs officials, and the WPS 
Ambassador, and were greeted by the 
Minister of International Development. 

The public events, held by the 
partners during the Eastern, Western 
and Ottawa tour groups, collectively 
gathered more than 100 allies and 
members of the public. 

 “We had amazing conversations  
 with community leaders - the  
 partners had a LOT of wisdom to  
 share,” said Alison Etter, Sydney.  
 Debby Dandy with the Winnipeg  
 team said, “Having a personal  
 connection with a global partner  
 makes their work more real. As we  
 move ahead in a new year, I hope  
 that we can come up with ways to  
 support them and share their  
 struggles from Canada.”  

The tour played a crucial role in 
advancing our advocacy goals, 
strengthening relationships with 
partners, and affirming the value of 
the WPS program to communities, 
Parliamentarians and broader networks.



KAIROS 2022-2023 Annual Report                          |    8 

KAIROS and  
For the Love of 
Creation sent 
global delegation 
to 2022 climate 
conference

KAIROS and For the Love of Creation 
(FLC) sent ten delegates to the United 
Nations Conference on Climate  
Change (COP27) in Sharm el-Sheikh, 
Egypt, November 6-20, 2022. 

The delegation included KAIROS’ 
Women of Courage: Women, Peace 
and Security partner organizations 
from Colombia, DRC, Palestine and 
South Sudan, as well as Indigenous 
partners and youth from Canada. 
Together, they represented grassroots 
voices and called for the meaningful 
participation of Indigenous peoples 
and people from the Global South, 
especially women, in decision-making 
regarding climate change. 

The delegation brought its messages 
to a side event that it co-sponsored 
with the Equality Fund at the  
Canadian Pavilion titled, Global  
South Perspectives on Climate 
Justice, Peace & Conflict, and  
Gender Equality.

Clifford Mushquash, Anishinaabe  
from Pawgwasheeng (Pays Plat 
First Nation) on the north shore of 
GichiGami (Lake Superior), helped 
facilitate the first-ever KAIROS  
Blanket Exercise at a climate COP. 

Read Clifford’s CBC opinion article:  
How my trip to Egypt for COP27 
brought me a deeper connection to my 
land, my culture and myself

Visit: KAIROS / FLC COP27 Delegation page.

KAIROS staff with COP27 delegates in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 2022.  |  Photo: KAIROS

Rachel Warden (right), KAIROS Partnerships 
Manager, and Catherine Stewart, Canada’s  
Ambassador for Climate Change, Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt at COP27, 2022. | Photo: KAIROS 

200

400

10
KAIROS and For the Love of Creation  
sent ten delegates to COP27.

The delegates participated in more than  
200 events, including official side events  
with government and civil society.

Over four hundred people participated in  
KAIROS/FLC public events with delegates.

https://www.kairoscanada.org/how-my-trip-to-egypt-for-cop27-brought-me-a-deeper-connection-to-my-land-my-culture-and-myself
https://www.kairoscanada.org/how-my-trip-to-egypt-for-cop27-brought-me-a-deeper-connection-to-my-land-my-culture-and-myself
https://www.kairoscanada.org/how-my-trip-to-egypt-for-cop27-brought-me-a-deeper-connection-to-my-land-my-culture-and-myself
https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/kairos-for-the-love-of-creation-cop27-delegation
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KAIROS at 
UNCSW67

KAIROS’ Cheryl McNamara joined Lucy 
Talgieh, the Women’s Project Coordinator 
at Wi’am, in New York City for the UN 
67th Session of the Commission on the 
Status (CSW) of Women in March 2023. 
They attended under the accreditation 
of ACT Alliance, a global faith-based 
coalition. CSW67’s priority theme 
addressed the gendered digital divide.  

“Most people do not think of cyberspace 
as a skewed void. The general impression 
is that it is open for all, and a place where 
you can find anyone and anything. I am 
here as a Palestinian to tell you, this is not 
my experience,” wrote Lucy Talgieh.    

Read Lucy’s blog: Technology, cyber 
space and total isolation – UNCSW67 

Sponsoring  
a youth delegate  
to COP28
In 2023, the UK Youth Climate Coalition 
invited Yusra Shafi to join its delegation 
to COP28 in Dubai. KAIROS and the 
Institute of the Blessed Virgin (IBVM) 
Mary Ward Centre sponsored her trip. 

Yusra was part of the KAIROS’ and 
FLC’s COP27 youth delegation the 
year before. Of that time, she wrote: 
“The experience was nothing short of 
remarkable: I learned profound lessons, 
absorbed lots of knowledge, and made 
invaluable connections.”

Read Yusra’s reflection: Another year, 
another COP: my reflections.

 

KAIROS staff and youth delegate, Yusra Shafi 
(left), with Senator Rosa Galvez at the COP28 
UN Climate Change Conference in Dubai, the 
United Arab Emirates, 2023. | Photo: KAIROS

Lucy Talgieh (from left), Wi’am, Bob Rae, Canada’s UN Ambassador, Simon Chambers, ACT Alliance, and Cheryl McNamara, KAIROS staff, at UNCSW67, 2023.  |  Photo: KAIROS

https://www.kairoscanada.org/technology-cyber-space-and-total-isolation-uncsw67
https://www.kairoscanada.org/technology-cyber-space-and-total-isolation-uncsw67
https://www.kairoscanada.org/another-year-another-cop
https://www.kairoscanada.org/another-year-another-cop
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2022 Climate 
Action Month 

KAIROS Climate Action Month 2022 
focused on decolonizing climate action. 
Throughout September, KAIROS and its 
Indigenous and global partners shared 
resources and reflections on this theme, 
and measures to ensure the equal and 
meaningful participation of Indigenous 
peoples and people from the Global 
South – especially women and racialized 
communities – in decision-making 
spaces pertaining to the climate crisis. 
We also introduced members of the 
KAIROS/FLC COP27 Delegation.

Read More: Climate Action Month 2022   

2023 Climate 
Action Weeks

KAIROS replaced Climate Action Month 
with Climate Action Weeks in 2023 
to focus attention on this existential 
threat throughout the year.

KAIROS held three Climate Action 
Weeks in 2023, which followed the 
theme of Decolonizing Climate 
Action with specific focuses: June 
5–11 (Centering Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing), September 18-24 (Keep the 
Oil in the Soil and Let Justice and Peace 
Flow) and November 13-19 (Centering 
Voices from the Global South). Climate 
Action Week aimed to motivate and 

inspire a daily practice of climate 
action, and to nurture personal 
skills and other gifts in support of 
climate justice and reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples and the land. Each 
Climate Action Week featured an event, 
blogs and resources.

Read more: Climate Action Week  

In 2023, KAIROS also supported  
partner participation during UN 
regional climate action weeks in  
Latin America (Panama) and Africa 
(Kenya) in September and Asia 
(Malaysia) in November. 

Addressing 
ecological debt 
through loss and 
damage report

In November 2023, during Climate 
Action Week and the lead up to 
COP28, KAIROS launched its report, 
Addressing Ecological Debt – Equity 
and Justice for Climate-Related Loss 
and Damage, which centers on the 
analyses and experience of partners  
in the Global South, and concludes 
with recommendations for the 
Canadian government and the 
international community. Canada’s 
National Observer cited KAIROS’  
report in the article, “30 trillion reasons 
to make Big Oil pay up,” published on 
November 16, 2023.

Read more: Addressing Ecological 
Debt – Equity and Justice for Climate-
Related Loss and Damage 

KAIROS Staff and volunteers at the Global Climate Strike Toronto, 2022. | Photo: KAIROS

KAIROS/ For the Love of Creation staff with ORCIE at the Global Climate Strike in Ottawa, 2023. | Photo: KAIROS 

https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/2022-climate-action-month-2
https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/climate-action-week
http://www.kairoscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/KAIROS-Addressing-Ecological-Debt-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/KAIROS-Addressing-Ecological-Debt-FINAL.pdf
http://www.kairoscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/KAIROS-Addressing-Ecological-Debt-FINAL.pdf
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Empowering 
Temporary Foreign 
Workers During 
COVID-19 Project 
wrapped up

KAIROS’ Empowering Temporary Foreign 
Workers (ETFW) During COVID-19 Project 
wrapped up on September 30, 2022, after 
receiving an extension in May that year.

The Project served more than 150,000 
migrant workers in Ontario, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island. 
Funded by the Government of Canada’s 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program, it 
used a community-coordinated approach 
to support workers during the pandemic 
by providing information and resources 
on safer work environments and 
community services.

KAIROS supported 
thousands of 
incoming migrant 
workers at Toronto 
Pearson

In 2022, KAIROS continued to offer 
its Airport Services, which was 
launched in May 2021. KAIROS Airport 
Services staff provided welcome bags, 
information, and general assistance 
to arriving workers at Toronto Pearson 
International Airport. From April to 
September 2022, KAIROS staff served 
more than 2,700 workers. They also 
assisted departing workers with 
translation, directions, luggage,  
and requests for information.

Attending the 
Canadian Council 
for Refugees’ Fall 
2023 Consultation

Leah Shifferaw, KAIROS’ Migrant Justice 
Manager, and Barbara Mangwende, 
KAIROS’ Director of Programs, travelled to 
Calgary to attend the Canadian Council 
for Refugees’ Fall 2023 Consultation 
from November 16 to 18. Focused on 
Canada’s immigration and refugee 
crisis, this gathering brought together 
refugees, migrant workers, activists, 
industry experts, and community leaders 
to network and explore the complexities 
of the issue, including how to foster 
understanding and compassion for 
refugees among the Canadian public.  

Read Leah’s blog. Navigating the 
compassion crossroads: a reflection on 
the Canadian Council for Refugees’ Fall 
2023 Consultation

150,000 270015
KAIROS partnered with 15 community 
partners during the ETFW project.

KAIROS ETFW staff served over 150,000 
migrant workers during the project.

From April to September 2022, KAIROS ETFW 
staff assisted over 2,700 temporary foreign 
workers at Toronto Pearson International Airport.

KAIROS Staff and volunteers at the Info & 
Health Fair for Migrant Workers in Leamington, 
Ontario, 2022. | Photo: KAIROS

KAIROS staff Leah Shifferaw and Barbara Mangwende at the Canadian Council for Refugees’ Fall 2023 
Consultation. | Photo: KAIROS 

https://www.kairoscanada.org/a-reflection-on-the-canadian-council-for-refugees-fall-2023-consultation
https://www.kairoscanada.org/a-reflection-on-the-canadian-council-for-refugees-fall-2023-consultation
https://www.kairoscanada.org/a-reflection-on-the-canadian-council-for-refugees-fall-2023-consultation
https://www.kairoscanada.org/a-reflection-on-the-canadian-council-for-refugees-fall-2023-consultation
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Participants at the COP27 Global Day of Action. Banner by Vanessa Gray & Chloe Tse. Toronto, 2023. | Photo: KAIROS Toronto Group

By the numbers

2509
Registrations for online and  
in person events 

85
KAIROS local and regional  
leadership volunteers

20
Leadership seminars were held  
to build capacity with network 
leadership volunteers

37
Candles for COP vigils were held across 
Canada in collaboration with For the 
Love of Creation 

Youth and young 
adult connections

This was a partnership between 
KAIROS, Canadian Catholic 
Organization for Development and 
Peace and the Student Christian 
Movement in the Toronto area: 

7 young adults participated in a four 
week in-person book study about 
building community power for change

16 young adults registered for  
a three-session reading group on 
mining justice

259 people of all ages registered for a 
webinar with global partners, inspired 
by the reading series

Young adults from the reading groups 
planned and supported a Prayerful 
Presence with 39 people in front  
of a corporate mining event

Focus on youth 
engagement

6 focus group conversations were held 
with youth and youth program staff in 
member churches and close affiliates.

Outcomes:

6 youth were chosen for a short-term 
Youth Climate Strike Advisory Team 
with For the Love of Creation

1 active table display at the Canadian 
Lutheran Anglican Youth (CLAY) 
Gathering  

30 participants in a KAIROS/FLC 
COP27 delegation workshop with 3 
young delegates

1 week at Camp Micah, a peace and 
justice camp for high school students, 
supported with staff time and 
programming
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Building 
movements - 
advocacy at KAIROS

In 2022 and 2023, KAIROS tracked 
several federal private members bills on 
corporate accountability and tackling 
environmental racism. With Bill C-262, 
Canada would adopt mandatory 
human rights and environmental due 
diligence legislation. The passage of Bill 
C-263 would empower the Canadian 
Ombudsperson for Responsible 
Enterprise. KAIROS encouraged its 
network to write to Parliamentarians in 
support of these bills, using a campaign 
developed by the Canadian Network 

on Corporate Accountability, of which 
KAIROS is a long-time member.

Bill C-226, Canada’s first environmental 
racism law, was reintroduced in the 
House of Commons in early 2022. It 
was based on another bill that made 
its way to the Senate but died on 
the order paper when the election 
was called in 2021. In June 2022, 
KAIROS joined several environmental 
organizations in signing a letter to 
the Parliamentary House Leaders, 
urging them to cooperate to expedite 
passage of the bill. In the months that 
followed, KAIROS worked with the 
Canadian Coalition for Environmental 
and Climate Justice to help advance its 
passage through the Senate.

In the fall of 2023, KAIROS closely 
monitored reports of the escalating 
violence between Hamas and Israel. 
We issued an ecumenical statement 
to the Prime Minister with member 
organizations: A Cry to End the 
Violence and to uphold the rights  
of all civilians to life and freedom 
from violence and discrimination.  
We urged him to do everything 
he could to support an immediate 
ceasefire and a negotiated solution 
to the spiraling conflict. We called 
on Canada to work with a renewed 
effort toward peace and justice that 
upholds the rights of both Palestinians 
and Israelis to life and freedom from 
violence and discrimination and an end 
to the occupation. Read the letter. 

Urging support 
for women 
peacebuilders in 
Canada’s annual 
budgets

As in previous years, KAIROS 
encouraged its network to reach  
out to the Canadian government  
to increase its Overseas Development 
Assistance  (ODA) with a priority on 
women-led grassroots organizations. 
We celebrated when Canada  
increased ODA in Budget 2022 
and we joined other civil society 
organizations in expressing our 
deep disappointment when Canada 
decreased it by 15 percent the 
following year. During  
the Canadian WPS partner visit 
in the fall of 2023, we offered 
Parliamentarians compelling  
evidence of Canada’s powerful 
investment in women peacebuilders. 

Connecting the 
dots between the 
climate crisis and 
gendered-based 
violence

KAIROS amplified the 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence (November 25-December 
10) in 2022 and 2023 through our 
social media channels. In both years 
we called for an end to gender-based 
violence, while focusing on the 
gendered impacts of the climate crisis, 
and the vital role women and girls play 
in tackling climate change as a means 
of empowering themselves. 

http://www.kairoscanada.org/kairos-letter-to-the-prime-minister
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KAIROS ATLANTIC 

73 people registered 
for the 2022 fall 
gathering, Building 
Hope for our 
Atlantic Canada 
future – water, land, 
air, and food for all!

KAIROS NORTHWEST 
ONTARIO AND 
MANITOBA 

50 people focused 
on Indigenous rights 
with themes on Sacred 
Water and Treaty 
Relations.

GREAT LAKES- 
ST. LAWRENCE KAIROS 

105 people registered 
for an online climate 
focus, while 30 
gathered in-person for 
Decolonizing Hearts 
and Minds: From 
Where We Are  
to Palestine.

KAIROS PRAIRIES 
NORTH 

For two years running, 
this region has focused 
on the climate crisis in 
a hopeful, spirit-filled 
way with about 40 
participants at each 
event. 

KAIROS BC-YUKON

80 people registered 
for Harvesting Hope 
in a Time of Drought, 
a two session online 
gathering with 
forward-thinker, Dr. 
Vanessa Andreotti. 

Engaging members  
and the network

REGIONAL NETWORK GATHERINGS
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2023 TOTAL REVENUE
$3,003,370 

2023 TOTAL EXPENSES
$4,391,061

2023 RESERVE FUND BALANCE
$9,059,797

Member Denominations ......................589,166

Religious Orders ...................................212,465

Individuals & Group Donations .............375,552

Grants ..................................................173,724

Other Revenue Including KBE ...............186,830

Global Affairs Canada ........................1,162,133

Investment Income ..............................303,500

KAIROS Blanket Exercise Program ........... 675,695

Women, Peace and Security Program ...... 812,269

Other Programs ....................................... 567,296

Grants ................................................... 892,172*

Investment and Other Expenses .............. 157,692

Administration and Fundraising ........... 1,285,937

General Fund ..................................... 1,963,905

Justice Fund ...................................... 7,055,995

Capital Fund ........................................... 39,897

*KAIROS’ Empowering Temporary Foreign Workers During COVID-19 Project wrapped up on September 30, 2022.  
2022 and 2023 audited financial statements are available on request.
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Financial Overview 
2022 RESERVE FUND BALANCE

$9,702,775

General Fund ..................................... 2,596,680

Justice Fund ...................................... 7,055,995

Capital Fund ........................................... 50,100

0%

73%

27%

2022 TOTAL REVENUE
$6,063,523

2022 TOTAL EXPENSES
$7,007,065

Member Denominations ......................552,166

Religious Orders ...................................289,340

Individuals & Group Donations .............480,229

Grants ...............................................3,036,713

Other Revenue Including KBE ...............909,426

Global Affairs Canada ...........................563,147

Investment Income ..............................232,502

KAIROS Blanket Exercise Program ........ 1,316,947

Women, Peace and Security Program ...... 399,783

ET Foreign Workers Program ................ 1,049,605

Other Programs ....................................... 585,820

Grants ................................................ 2,454,365*

Investment and Other Expenses .............. 186,889

Administration and Fundraising ........... 1,013,656
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KAIROS: Canadian 
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives 
80 Hayden Street, Suite 400 
Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2 
Tel: 416-463-5312  |  Toll Free: 1-877-403-8933 
www.kairoscanada.org

KAIROS extends heartfelt gratitude to all our donors 
whose generous support has made the work possible. 
Whether you are an individual donor, a church, a 
religious community, a union, or a foundation, your 
contributions have been invaluable. Thank you for  
your continued commitment to our shared mission!

KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives 
acknowledges that the Toronto office is on the 
traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Seneca  
and Mississaugas of the Credit Indigenous Peoples. 

KAIROS is a joint venture ecumenical program 
administered by the United Church of Canada: 
charitable registration number is 10810 2435 RR0003.

The members of KAIROS are: the Anglican Church 
of Canada, Canadian Catholic Organization for 
Development and Peace, Canadian Religious 
Conference, Christian Reformed Church in North 
America (Canada Corporation), Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada, Mennonite Central Committee 
Canada, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, the 
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund,  
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), and the  
United Church of Canada.

Support KAIROS today! 
www.kairoscanada.org/donate

ABOVE: KAIROS COP27 delegates Tia Kennedy (left), Yusra Shafi and  
Clifford Mushquash in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 2022. | Photo: KAIROS 

FRONT PAGE: Radia Mbengue, KAIROS staff (right), with KAIROS partners  
Juan Rachel Michael Roberto (middle) and Chantal Bilulu (left) at COP27  
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, 2022. | Photo: KAIROS

Follow us on  
Facebook, X (Twitter) and Instagram

www.kairoscanada.org
http://www.kairoscanada.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/kairosCEJI
https://x.com/kairoscanada
https://www.instagram.com/kairos.canada/

