
STATEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY  

WITH THE VICTIMS OF THE ESCALATION OF VIOLENCE IN ECUADOR 

   

The La�n American Network of Women Defenders of Social and Environmental Rights (Red 
La�noamericana de Mujeres Defensoras de Derechos Sociales y Ambientales) is speaking out with 
concern about the alarming and delicate situa�on in Ecuador. 

We echo human rights organiza�ons in their alerts and urgent ac�ons about the events of the 
last two days, condemning the ac�ons of organized crime and state actors who have been 
accomplices of these groups, allowing them to  advance in different territories of Ecuador.  

As an interna�onal call, we urge the Ecuadorian State to guarantee the minimum condi�ons for 
the preserva�on of human rights. Like many Ecuadorian organiza�ons, we consider the 
declara�on of the state of emergency and the declara�on of internal armed conflict a mistake. 
We know from the lessons of history of the region that the militariza�on of the territory only 
brings with it dire consequences for the most vulnerable and innocent popula�ons.  

We stand in solidarity with the families of the vic�ms of the acts of violence that have occurred 
in recent days: kidnappings, car bombings, in�mida�ons, deaths by stray bullets, murders, riots 
in deten�on centers and other acts carried out by organized crime gangs in various parts of the 
country. These events have generated chaos and a deep sense of helplessness, mainly for young 
men, racialized people, impoverished popula�ons, women and children in communi�es caught 
in the crossfire.  

We join the call for sanity in the face of the characteriza�on of belligerent groups that gives 
agents of crime the status of combatants; we demand a shi� towards a true peace for the country, 
ex�rpa�ng the roots of crime within the state itself and effec�vely controlling the sources of 
financing of organized crime. A comprehensive security plan is essen�al, genera�ng popular and 
collec�ve par�cipa�on in decisions in coordina�on with the interna�onal community, avoiding at 
all costs the excessive use of violence by the armed forces.  

As the La�n American Network in defense of the rights of women, peoples and territories, we 
will remain vigilant in demanding that the Ecuadorian state complies with its interna�onal human 
rights obliga�ons. 


