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WHAT IS SABEEL’S POSITION ON THE ROAD MAP? 

Jerusalem 
M ay  2 3 ,  2 0 0 3  

 
The Lord said, “Stand at the crossroads and look.  Ask for the ancient paths and 
w here the b est road is.  W alk in it, and y ou  w ill liv e in peace”  ( J erem iah 6 : 1 6 ) . 

 
The nam e of the only  g am e in tow n these day s is called the R oad M ap.  The people 
of the M iddle E ast are asked to play  it.  The P alestinians, ou t of a passion for 
achiev ing  a j u st peace, hav e accepted to play  w ith the hope that it w ou ld lead 
them  to the desired g oal.  The I sraeli g ov ernm ent so far has not com m itted itself to 
it and apparently  w ants to chang e som e of the ru les.  I t is still not clear w hether 
the U nited States’  g ov ernm ent w ho is the only  official u m pire w ill soon, as they  did 
b efore, b ow  to I srael’ s pressu re, and allow  I srael to find the rig ht pretense to 
disru pt the g am e and disq u alify  the P alestinian play ers.  
 
B efore presenting  Sab eel’ s position on the R oad M ap, it is im portant to present a 
faith b asis for Sab eel’ s position. 
 
The only  w ay  to j u dg e the R oad M ap is throu g h the lens of j u stice.  To insist on 
doing  j u stice is to b e faithfu l to G od, the G od of j u stice.  I t is only  j u stice that 
w ou ld u ltim ately  y ield peace.  U nless the U nited States ex erts pressu re on I srael to 
do j u stice, the R oad M ap, as its predecessors, w ill fail and m ore v iolence w ou ld 
ensu e.  P eace and secu rity  are the fru its of j u stice.   
 
Since the R oad M ap has b een presented to b oth the I sraeli and the P alestinian 
g ov ernm ents, Sab eel has follow ed w ith g reat interest the com m ents of b oth sides.   
W hen one considers the total pictu re and the u ltim ate g oals, the R oad M ap has 
som e positiv e elem ents that m u st b e acknow ledg ed. To b eg in w ith, it m akes clear 
that the resolu tion of the conflict w ou ld b e b ased on U N  resolu tions 2 4 2 , 3 3 8 , and 
the Sau di Arab ia initiativ e that w as endorsed b y  the B eiru t Arab  Leag u e Su m m it.  
The im plem entation of these resolu tions w ou ld resu lt in ending  “the occu pation 
that b eg an in 1 9 6 7 ” ;  and lead to the em erg ence of “an independent, dem ocratic, 
and v iab le P alestinian state liv ing  side b y  side in peace and secu rity  w ith I srael and 
its other neig hb ors… ” .  W ithin su ch a com prehensiv e resolu tion, the Sau di initiativ e 
has called for the “acceptance of I srael as a neig hb or b y  the Arab  states” .  
F u rtherm ore, the R oad M ap has set 2 0 0 5  as a specific date for the estab lishm ent of 
the P alestinian state. 
 
Another of the potentially  positiv e elem ents in the R oad M ap is the presence of a 
Q u artet of pow ers –  U nited N ations, E u ropean U nion, R u ssia, and the U nited States;  
it does not leav e the U nited States as the only  arb itrator and interlocu tor w ith the 
tw o sides.  O b v iou sly , I srael prefers to deal w ith the U nited States only .  As the 



 

 

past has show n, I srael is ab le to pu t pressu re on the Am erican adm inistration 
throu g h its friends in the C ong ress, the pro- I srael lob b y , and the Am erican C hristian 
Z ionists w ho nu m b er in the tens of m illions.  M oreov er, a carefu l analy sis of the 
R oad M ap rev eals that the U nited States enj oy s the u pper hand w ithin the Q u artet.  
N ev ertheless, the presence of the U N , E u ropean U nion, and R u ssian representativ es 
w ill, hopefu lly , keep the em phasis on the im portance of b asing  the resolu tion of 
the conflict on U nited N ations resolu tions. 
 
 
K eeping  the u ltim ate g oal in m ind, there are v ag u e and distu rb ing  elem ents in the 
R oad M ap.  Althou g h it u ses the w ord “occu pation”  it does not define it clearly .  
F rom  ou r position, the occu pation inclu des all the P alestinian territories conq u ered 
b y  I srael in the 1 9 6 7  w ar.  Sim ilarly , there is v ag u eness in defining  the b orders of 
the P alestinian state.  W e know  that Sharon has b een talking  ab ou t a P alestinian 
state recently .  H is plans, how ev er, env isag e a sm all area of approx im ately  4 2 %  of 
the W est B ank and the G az a Strip ex clu ding  E ast J eru salem .  I n effect the 
P alestinian state according  to Sharon w ou ld b e com prised of less than 9 %  of historic 
P alestine that ex isted b efore the estab lishm ent of the state of I srael in 1 9 4 8 .  Su ch 
a state w ou ld certainly  not fit the criteria of “an independent … and v iab le …  
state… .”   F u rtherm ore, the R oad M ap does not address the necessity  for an 
enforcem ent m echanism  w ithou t w hich it w ou ld rem ain sim ply  a “m onitoring  
m echanism ” . 
 
Sab eel’ s position is to accept the R oad M ap as offered b y  the Q u artet for 
im plem entation.  The P alestinian g ov ernm ent has endorsed it w hile the I sraeli 
g ov ernm ent has not.  W e are certain that I srael w ill not accept it w illing ly  and w ill 
do its b est to chang e it or ev en to derail it.  As I srael su cceeded in ob stru cting  and 
derailing  the O slo P eace P rocess, b lam ing  the P alestinians for its failu re, it is 
capab le of doing  the sam e w ith the R oad M ap.  W e also w elcom e the R oad M ap 
b ecau se it is the litm u s test for I srael’ s g enu ine intentions and com m itm ent to 
peace.  
 
I ndeed, on the one hand, there is skepticism  and apathy  am ong  the P alestinians 
reg arding  the R oad M ap.  O n the other hand, there is distru st of the U nited States 
and I srael’ s com m itm ent to produ ce a j u st peace in P alestine.  I f the P alestinians 
are assu red that b y  2 0 0 5  the R oad M ap, in spite of som e m eandering s, w ill lead to 
a v iab le, dem ocratic, independent, and sov ereig n P alestine state on all the 
territories occu pied b y  I srael in the 1 9 6 7  w ar, and resolv e the issu es of J eru salem , 
refu g ees, and settlem ents in accordance w ith U N  resolu tions, m ost P alestinians 
w ou ld enthu siastically  su pport it.  I t is only  then that hope w ill replace the present 
apathy  and despair, and end the cy cle of v iolence, b ecau se the prospect of a j u st 
peace w ill b eg in to loom  in the horiz on and the daw n of a new  and b rig hter day  for 
all the people of ou r land w ill b e anticipated.  I t is only  then that the R oad M ap 
w ou ld hav e reached its tru e destination.  I t w ou ld b e the road that leads to life and 
freedom . 
 
“E nter throu g h the narrow  g ate;  for the g ate is w ide and the road is easy  that leads 

to destru ction, and there are m any  w ho take it.  F or the g ate is narrow  and the 
road is hard that leads to life, and there are few  w ho find it”  ( M atthew  7 : 1 3 - 1 4 ) . 

 


