
For Immediate Release   18 April 2004             Press Statement from Sabeel 
 

 
T h e  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  S a b e e l  E c u m e n i c a l  P a l e s t i n i a n  L i b e r a t i o n  T h e o l o g y  
C e n t e r ,  m e e t i n g  i n  J e r u s a l e m  d u r i n g  1 4 - 1 8  A p r i l ,  2 0 0 4 ,  r e g i s t e r s  i n  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e r m s  
i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  I s r a e l i  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  u n i l a t e r a l  s t r a t e g y  o n  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  T e r r i t o r i e s .    
 
T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  " C h a l l e n g i n g  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m , "  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m o d e r n  
t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  e m b r a c e s  t h e  m o s t  e x t r e m e  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
Z i o n i s m ,  t h e r e b y  b e c o m i n g  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  a  j u s t  p e a c e  i n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .   T h i s  m o v e m e n t ,  
w i t h  i t s  e l e v a t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  Z i o n i s m ,  p r o v i d e s  a  w o r l d v i e w  w h e r e  t h e  G o s p e l  i s  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  e m p i r e ,  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  a n d  m i l i t a r i s m .  
 
T h e  u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a d i c t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a w ,  u n d e r m i n e  
p r e v i o u s  p e a c e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  d e n y  P a l e s t i n i a n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a n d  j e o p a r d i z e  a  j u s t  a n d  l a s t i n g  
p e a c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  
 
M o r e o v e r ,  w e  w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  o u t r a g e  o v e r  t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  S h a r o n  dictat b y  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  w h i c h  r e p e a t s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e r r o r s  o f  c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e s  
i n  t h e  p a s t ,  s u c h  a s  B r i t a i n ’ s  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f   2  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 1 7 .  S u c h  u n i l a t e r a l  
d e c r e e s  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  o n g o i n g  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n s  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  a n d  h u m a n  
r i g h t s  a n d  p r o p e r t y .   
 
T h e  S a b e e l  C o n f e r e n c e  a s s e m b l e d  l o c a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  b i s h o p s  a n d  c l e r g y ,  
p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a n d  l e g a l  e x p e r t s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  r o l e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m  i n  a d v a n c i n g  
h a r d - l i n e  I s r a e l i  a n d  U . S .  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .   
 
O v e r  6 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  o v e r  3 0  c o u n t r i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  p u r s u e  a  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  
H o l y  L a n d  t h a t  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a w  a n d  e x i s t i n g  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
r e s o l u t i o n s .   P a l e s t i n i a n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  t h e  W e s t  B a n k  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  d u e  t o  I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  c l o s u r e s .  
 
T h e  a t t a c h e d  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  a s s e r t  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
i n  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  t h e o l o g y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m  a n d  t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  p o l i c i e s  n o w  b e i n g  
a d v a n c e d  b y  t h e  B u s h  a n d  S h a r o n  g o v e r n m e n t s .   U n l e s s  w e  r e t u r n  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
l e g i t i m a c y  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f e a r  t h a t  a n  e v e n  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  p h a s e  o f  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  l i e s  a h e a d .  
 
Statement on C h alleng ing  C h ristian Z ionism 



 
 

The 5TH I n t er n a t i o n a l  S a b eel  C o n f er en c e S t a t em en t  
" C ha l l en g i n g  C hr i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m ”  

 
“Blessed are the peacemakers fo r they  shall b e called the chi ldren  o f G o d. ”  
( M a t t h e w  5 : 9 )  
 

C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m  i s  a  m o d e r n  t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  e m b r a c e s  t h e  m o s t  
e x t r e m e  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  Z i o n i s m ,  t h e r e b y  b e c o m i n g  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  a  j u s t  p e a c e  
w i t h i n  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  I s r a e l .    T h e  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s t  p r o g r a m m e  p r o v i d e s  a  w o r l d v i e w  w h e r e  
t h e  G o s p e l  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  e m p i r e ,  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  a n d  m i l i t a r i s m .  I n  i t s  
e x t r e m e  f o r m ,  i t  p l a c e s  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  a p o c a l y p t i c  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s t o r y  
r a t h e r  t h a n  l i v i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  l o v e  a n d  j u s t i c e  t o d a y .  W e  a l s o  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  m o r e  i n s i d i o u s  
f o r m  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m  p e r v a s i v e  i n  t h e  m a i n l i n e  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  r e m a i n s  s i l e n t  i n  t h e  
f a c e  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  r e j e c t  C h r i s t i a n  
Z i o n i s t  d o c t r i n e s  a s  a  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  m e s s a g e  o f  l o v e ,  m e r c y ,  
a n d  j u s t i c e .    
 
W e  f u r t h e r  r e j e c t  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a l l i a n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s t  l e a d e r s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
w i t h  e x t r e m i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  
p r e s e n t l y  s e e k i n g  t o  i m p o s e  t h e i r  u n i l a t e r a l  p r e e m p t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  m i l i t a r i s t i c  r u l e  
o v e r  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  I r a q .   A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1 4  A p r i l ,  2 0 0 4  B u s h - S h a r o n  
m e m o r a n d u m  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  c r i s i s  i n  I s r a e l  a n d  P a l e s t i n e  h a s  m o v e d  i n t o  a  n e w  
p h a s e  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .  T h i s  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  t o  u n e n d i n g  c y c l e s  
o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  c o u n t e r  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  s p r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  
a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .   W e  r e j e c t  t h e  h e r e t i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Z i o n i s m  t h a t  
f a c i l i t a t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  e x t r e m i s t  p o l i c i e s  a s  t h e y  a d v a n c e  a  f o r m  o f  r a c i a l  e x c l u s i v i t y  
a n d  p e r p e t u a l  w a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  u n i v e r s a l  l o v e ,  r e d e m p t i o n  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
t a u g h t  b y  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
 
R a t h e r  t h a n  c o n d e m n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  t h e  d o o m  o f  A r m a g e d d o n  w e  c a l l  u p o n  e v e r y o n e  t o  
l i b e r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  i d e o l o g i e s  o f  m i l i t a r i s m  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  i n s t e a d  t o  p u r s u e  
t h e  h e a l i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d .    W e  c a l l  u p o n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  c h u r c h e s  o n  e v e r y  c o n t i n e n t  t o  
p r a y e r f u l l y  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  a n d  I s r a e l i  p e o p l e ,  b o t h  o f  w h o m  a r e  
v i c t i m s  o f  p o l i c i e s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  m i l i t a r i s m .   T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  r e v i v i n g  a  s y s t e m  o f  
a p a r t h e i d  t h a t  i s  t u r n i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  c i t i e s ,  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  i n t o  i m p o v e r i s h e d  g h e t t o s  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  e x c l u s i v e l y  J e w i s h  c o l o n i e s .    T h e  r e c e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  w a l l  o n  
P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d  p r e c l u d e s  a  v i a b l e  P a l e s t i n i a n  s t a t e .  
 
T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y  ( S a b e e l ) :   

• We affirm that all people are created in the image of God 
and called to honor the dignity  and res pect the eq u al rights  
of ev ery  hu man b eing.  

• We call u pon people of good w ill ev ery w here to rej ect the 
theology  of C hris tian Z ionis m and all parallel religiou s  and 
ideological fu ndamentalis ms  that priv ilege particu lar people 
at the ex pens e of others .  

• We are committed to the pow er of non-v iolent res is tance to 
defeat the occu pation and attain a j u s t and las ting peace.  

• With renew ed u rgency  w e w arn that the theology  of C hris tian 
Z ionis m is  leading to the moral j u s tification of empire,  
coloniz ation,  apartheid,  and oppres s ion.  

 



Moreover, we affirm that a just and lasting peace in Palestine and Israel must be based on 
the J erusalem S abeel D ocument:  Principles for a J ust Peace in Palestine-Israel ( 2 0 0 4 ) . 1  
 
S abeel' s vision embraces two sovereign states, Palestine and Israel, which will enter into 
confederation or even a federation, possibly  with other neighboring countries, where 
J erusalem becomes the federal capital.  Indeed, the ideal and best solution has alway s 
been to envisage ultimately  a bi-national state in Palestine-Israel where people are free 
and eq ual, living under a constitutional democracy  that protects and guarantees all their 
rights, responsibilities, and duties without racism or discrimination - one state for two 
nations and three religions.  

 
T his is where S abeel tak es its stand.   W e will stand for justice.  W e can do no other.   
J ustice alone guarantees a peace that will lead to reconciliation and a life of security  and 
prosperity  for all the peoples of our land.   B y  standing on the side of justice, we open 
ourselves to the work  of peace -- and work ing for peace mak es us children of G od.  
 
G od demands that justice be done.   N o enduring peace, security , or reconciliation is 
possible without the foundation of justice.   T he demands of justice will not disappear.   
T he struggle for justice must be pursued diligently  and persistently  but non-violently .  

 
"What does the Lord require of you, to act justly, to love mercy, an d to 
w alk  humb ly w ith your G od. " ( Micah 6 : 8 )  
 
  

                                                
1 See www.sabeel.org 


