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OIL AND INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES IN ECUADOR

When oil is found on or near Indigenous peoples’ territories around the globe,
local peoples are guaranteed the right to participate in decisions about its use.
This is particularly true in sensitive environmental zones like the Amazon basin.

Ivanhoe Energy of Canada has been given the green light for the exploitation

of oil in an area called ‘Pungarayacu’ in the Amazonian region of Ecuador. But'
it 4 no one asked the Kichwa, the local Indigenous peoples who would be most
.d affected by the development.

Instead, the Kichwa people have grown concerned about the potential impact
of an oil field near their community. Like other Indigenous peoples in Ecuador,
~ the Kichwa have witnessed the devastatlon‘ that oil development has brought
~ to their regfqn mcludl'ﬁg mcreased eancer rates, sp0|fed water supplle.é, and
: —'“weakened cultures. ; . al\
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- Other commuhities’ in‘ Ecﬁador — like the Huaorani and the Cofan — IEyg
~ rejected oil e@'a,ctfun projects on their lands, claiming that t rld’ E’Iﬂon
- to petroleum is kjllmg their people, their territories, and the inet The Klthwal ‘d

) _whlch the contract was awarded to Ivanh Energy and
demani thﬁ',f'ght ptg_cththemselves as guaranteed in both%dorean and %
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Facts

& Article 19 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples guarantees the right of good faith consultations with the
Indigenous peoples whenever decisions are being considered that
may affect them.

o Article 6 of Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization

guarantees the right of Indigenous peoples to appropriate consultation
whenever consideration is being given to measures which may affect them.

‘% Article 57 of Ecuador’s new constitution, passed in September 2008, guaranteés Indigenous
peoples the right to free, prior, and informed consultations over,any oil and gas project that

may affect them.
e Action

Tak

DON’T TRADE ‘HUMAN RIGHTS FOR OIL.

Canadian companies must not take part in activities where local populations
don’t want them. The Canadian government should work to ensure that

Canadian companies receive the consent of Indigenous communities overseas
before beginning a project and, that they respect international human rights
and environmental standards. : . -
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