
Week to End Poverty
OCTOBER 12-19, 2008

ON OCTOBER 12-19

OCTOBER 17: United Nations International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

The Vision — A World Without Hunger or Poverty

RIGHT TO FOOD
The Goal

One billion food-deficit people worldwide deserve the right to
access and/or produce sufficient food to stave off malnutrition and
starvation.
World Food Program http://www.fao.org/wfp

Canadians will give more and better aid; there will be justice in
global trade; debts of poor countries will be canceled; child poverty
in Canada will be eradicated.
Make Poverty History (Canada)
http://www.makepovertyhistory.ca/en/the-issues

ENDING POVERTY
The Goal

The proportion of people affected by extreme poverty and hunger
will be reduced by half by 2015.
United Nations Millennium Development Goal (MDG) http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

All Canadians will have good jobs with good wages, income security,
affordable housing—in particular Indigenous people, single parent
families, immigrants, disabled people.
KAIROS http://www.kairoscanada.org/e/antipoverty/index.asp

October 16

World Food Day
On this day, communities worldwide organize World Food Day

events to promote The Right to Food. The theme for 2008 is
“World Food Security: The Challenges of Climate Change

and Bioenergy”.
(www.fao.org/wfd/docs/WFD_fact_sheet_E.htm)

October 17

International Day for
Eradication of Poverty

On this day, people worldwide — of all backgrounds, beliefs and
social origins — show their solidarity with the poor, and renew
their commitment to ending poverty. Canada and other nations
pledged to end poverty during the 1995 Social Development

Summit, and this day reminds us of that commitment.
(www.un.org/esa/socdev/social/intldays/IntlDay)

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked,
to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Isaiah 58: 6-7, 10
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DEAR CHURCH LEADERS AND EDUCATORS:
In the stories of Jesus’ teaching and healing ministries in the gospels, we hear about the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger needing shelter,
the sick and disabled, and the imprisoned. In Matthew 25:32-46 Jesus clearly identifies with people who are “the least” in society; and he
plainly says that by helping such people we come into right relationship with him.

How can you keep your faith community focused on issues affecting people, the right to food and poverty? May this resource,
with a lectionary-based worship insert, assist you.

T
BY

The
Rec
cal
cal
bec
situ

Do
wa
nev
it n
dem
the
the

The
exi
Bu
cha
the
and
pow

It i
do
com
and
car
con
of
do
not

Soc
qua
car
fin
wo

Ch
on
new
put
and
yea
fac

The
fro
res

Oth
Ne
pov
acc
bet

“The world only needs 30 billion dollars a year to
eradicate the scourge of hunger... in 2006 the world
spent US $1,200 billion on arms...”

Jacques Diof, Director General,
UN’s Food & Agriculture Organization
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What’s the problem?
Globally, a vast economic gap divides those living in the North
and South. This is also true in Canada, where the gap between
rich and poor is widening. Free trade, globalization and climate
change have made these trends worse, not better.

• 50 million more people were chronically malnourished in
2007, totalling well over 800 million worldwide.

• Global food prices have gone up 83% in the last three years.

• In Canada, 750,000 Canadians rely on at least one of over
650 food banks — twice as many as in 1989.

In Canada, some groups are being hit harder than others. Single
parents, Indigenous people, new immigrants, people with disabilities
and older adults experience unacceptably high rates of poverty.

• 42% of urban Indigenous people live in poverty.

• 65% of new immigrants experience poverty sometime
during their first ten years in Canada.

• 788,000 Canadian children live in poverty (2005).

• 38% of families headed by single parents live in poverty.

In Canada, incomes of senior managers increased by 86%
between 1993 and 2003, while incomes of people in low-skilled
jobs increased by only 13%.

Who cares what happens?
People care.

• Global groundswell of concern reached record-breaking
strength in 2007 when 43 million people worldwide stood
up on October 16-17, calling for action against poverty and
inequality.

• Our global partners are calling for accountable international
financial institutions, just trading relationships that respect
human rights and the right to food, and the cancellation of
illegitimate debts.

• People are taking up various actions against the corporate
control of agriculture.

• In 2000 the UN adopted the Millennium Development Goals,
the first being to significantly reduce poverty and hunger
by 2015.

• 85% of Canadians believe that the Canadian government
can and should reduce the gap between rich and poor in
Canada, according to a 2006 Environics poll.

• The Parliament of Canada is planning to establish a national
poverty strategy as a result of the work of many faith and
other advocacy groups. These groups met with political
representatives to advocate for a poverty reduction plan
with specific targets and timelines.

• Newfoundland & Labrador and Quebec have poverty-
reduction strategies; Manitoba, Ontario and Nova Scotia
are developing strategies.

• Quebec has achieved a 40% reduction in its child poverty
rate since 2000.

Via Campesina march for
food sovereignty, World
Social Forum, Nairobi 2006.
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