
Connecting Climate Justice and Global Poverty

Imagine a world in which both the scandal of global
poverty and the threat of climate change were taken
seriously. (Christian Aid, 2007.)

As Christians, we are called to imagine just such a world; indeed,
in Revelation we are promised a new heaven and a new earth,
in which all are fed from the spring of the water of life.

But this is not the world we live in now. As the global community
looks towards this December’s climate change negotiations in
Copenhagen, Denmark, we see a sorry record of rising greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions from rich countries, and the relentless
march of poverty and growing inequality in countries of the
global South. And according to Christian Aid, it is the people
of these countries who “are likely to be profoundly affected as
global temperatures increase... [and will be] less able to afford
their part in its prevention while simultaneously tackling
poverty and going about the task of development.”

UN Millennium Campaign

Beyond the traditional categorization of climate
change as an environmental issue, it is clearly also a
development issue; a poverty reduction, food security,
economics, health, human rights, governance and
equality issue. It is a Millennium Development Goal
issue. (UN Millennium Campaign)

The United Nations Millennium Campaign is an effort to hold
governments accountable to the Millennium Development
Goals [MDGs] to cut global poverty in half by 2015. It sees
the connections between climate change and global poverty
quite clearly.

Do we?

Check inside for more information on the links between climate
change and poverty, and to see what you and your church
community can do to take action between October 17 and 24!

October 17

International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty

On this day, people worldwide — of all backgrounds, beliefs and
social origins — show their solidarity with the poor, and renew
their commitment to ending poverty. Canada and other nations
pledged to end poverty during the UN Millennium Summit in

2000, and this day reminds us of that commitment.

International Day of
Climate Action

As the world’s nations plan to meet in Copenhagen in December,
citizens everywhere are uniting to send a message: we need a real

climate deal, with real targets, real reductions, and real help for
those most affected. Join us on October 24!

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. ...And the one who was seated on the throne said,
‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy
and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.
Revelation 21: 1, 5-6.

KAIROS Week of Action
OCTOBER 17-24, 2009

October 24

CI
DA

:G
RE

G
KI

N
CH

62922-1 ClimateChangeAction:Layout 1  7/28/09  10:54 AM  Page 1




